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written down they are carved in stone. But they're not. The 
purpose is to keep changing it, to keep making it better; 
again, you continuously improve it. 
Referring to the question about education, in all these 
things you can set up a system whereby people can work 
outside the guidelines. The educational component comes 
when you make everybody document why they are doing 
that and then you discuss these things in a nonpunirive 
way. Every once in a while you'll find that somebody will 
deviate from a guideline because they've got a good idea 
that you haven't thought of before. So again, I think the 
message here is that this is a continuous process, you've got 
to keep doing it, make it better, little by little, all the time. 
As the Japanese say, "kaizen." 
ERRATUM 
It has been brought to the Editors' attention that in the report entitled "Predictive factors for acute renal 
failure in thoracic and thoracoabdominal aortic aneurysm surgery" (J Vasc Surg 1996;24:338-45), an 
author's name was misspelled. The correct author names are Hazim J. Sail, MD, Stuart A. Harlin, MD, 
Charles C. Miller, PhD, Dimitrios C. Iliopoulos, MD, Atul Joshi, MD, Tibor G. Mohasci, MS, Roland 
Zippel, MD, and George V. Letsou, MD. It is important to note that the name was misspelled on the 
original submitted manuscript and was not corrected later. This underscores the need for all authors to 
critically review final copies of manuscripts a well as typeset galley proofs. 
